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To our Masonic BRETHREN: 


Imperative necessity, coupled with an honest 
desire to add our humble efforts to allay the dissensions 
which for the past eight years have destroyed the repu- 
tation of the Masonic fraternity of this State, has induced 
Hotianp Lopex, No. 8, to cast aside the allegiance to 
which she has hitherto been subject, and to declare her- 
self free and independent of all control and authority, 
save such as the ancient landmarks and usages of the 
order have prescribed. 

In presenting our reasons for this step, which, at a 
superficial glance may be regarded as hasty and incon- 
siderate, we would ask that our brethren should, with 
us, calmly and dispassionately examine the causes which 
have led to the unhappy differences in this State; for 
we feel satisfied that should they subject the matter to a 
critical analysis, they will agree with us that all efforts 
to heal the difficulties in the Order will be futile, so 
long as the present organization shall exist. This may 
be submitted as a fact, which scarcely requires further 
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proof, than the simple statement, that six years have 
elapsed, since the unfortunate division of the Grand Lodge, 
and, although strenuous efforts have been made by indi- 
vidual brethren to effect a reconciliation, nothing has been 
accomplished—and, at this moment, the time for a reunion 
of the various bodies claiming to be Grand Lodges, seems 
to be farther removed, than when the first difficulty 
oceurred in 1848. The suit which has been pending for 
the last five years, at the cost of our Charity Fund, is 
no nearer a close than when first commenced, and the 
expenses which have already been incurred, warrant the 
conclusion that, ere a decision can be had in the case, 
the entire accumulation of years will be wasted, and the 
widows and orphans who have the strongest claims on 
our sympathies, will be deprived of that support toward 
which their husbands and fathers contributed. So 
long as this suit shall continue, the Masonic fraternity 
will be divided, and we must continue to present an 
example of differences among brethren, in an Order in 
which “no dissension should ever exist.” 

We know of no means which can be adopted, to remove 
the stigma which for many years has been attached to us, 
save the course we now propose: to fall back upon the 
platform upon which the Masons of England stood, prior to 
the formation of a Grand Lodge. We can decide upon no 
measure to relieve the widow and orphan, and to dispense 
charity with a liberal hand, except to husband our re- 
sourees, and to guard with a careful watch the thousands 
which are now wasted in supporting a Grand Lodge, 
whose disbursements for expenses are so large that charity 
is scarcely heard or thought of. 

There are considerations beyond these, which have in- 
duced us to break the shackles which have for years bound 
us and our city brethren. While we acknowledge that, so 
long as the Grand Lodge was governed in accordance with 
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the strict rules of Masonry, and her acts were in unison 
with the true principles of the craft, it were better for the 
government of the members of the fraternity she should 
exist, yet when she assumed to herself powers and authori- 
ty incompatible with the spirit of Masonry—powers which 
set at naught and annulled the ancient landmarks of the 
order, we claim that she violated the Compact, freed the 
subordinate lodges from their allegiance, and placed them 
back on their original platform as free, sovereign and in- 
dependent bodies. We aver, therefore, that we have a 
perfect right to recede from the Compact, resume an inde- 
pendent character, and adopt such measures as will best 
promote the interests of Masonry. 

That the rights of the Lodges of the City of New York 
have been trampled on, and their privileges violated, are 
facts so palpable, that it seems scarcely requisite that we 
should rehearse the outrages which have been inflicted 
upon them. Yet there may be points which have escaped 
the attention of their members, and we propose, therefore, 
to briefly glance over some of the prominent details of that 
unwise legislation which has ushered into existence four 
Grand Lodges in this State, subjected us to the well- 
founded complaint of almost every Grand Lodge in the 
Masonic world, plunged us into an interminable law-suit, 
jeopardized the funds which belong to the widow and 
orphan, and caused bickerings and dissensions, which 
seem to increase and gain strength at every annual session 
of the body. 

The facts connected with the difficulties prior to the 
settlement of 1827, we shall simply allude to as forming 
the groundwork for the subsequent conduct of the majori- 
ty; whose course since that date has been in strict con- 
formity with the principles advocated by it from 1814 to 
1822. The Compact of 1827 is a matter of record, and its 
provisions must be known to every member of the order. 
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The first open attempt to acne Te harmony Which 
existed after the arrangement of 1827, was made iy Jute 
LS41, auc it was the tirst assault against the old Tegulations 
of the Grand Lodge, which had hitherto been 
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under the Compact. Every effort was made, and Tuer. 
ous expedients resorted to, from this time, to kee : 


i i Palive the 
jealousies which had been excited in many parts of the bus 
‘against the City Lodges, but nothing was boldly attempted 
until 1844, when a report was made to revise the Consk. 
tution and General Regulations of the Grang Lodge 
The conduct of the “Clique” from w ge, 


hence has emanated 
all the difficulties which have since disgraced the F 


ty, upon that occasion, and at the subsequent 
following year, is 


Taterni- 
SeS8ion in the 
a matter of such notoriety, that it woul 
be entirely superfluous on our part to ree 


apitulate her, 
what has been so often published to the 


entire Masonic 
world. The taking of the final question on the ney Cop 
stitution at a morning session, when the City Lodges were 


almost entirely unrepresented, the closing of the Grau 
Lodge by Deputy Grand Master ‘Willard, in the absence ot 
his superior, its subsequent re-opening by its proper ofl 
the open violation of the just rights of the aninority, 
silent submission of the City brethren to the a 
which so unwarrantably exercised its tyrannical 
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diction over them, for the next four Years, must be familiar 
to the memory of every Mason in the State, 

The Session of 1848 proving conclusively to the 
“Clique” that it controlled a majority vote, all farther at- 
tempts at concealment of its desi 
series of resolutions, known as the « Perry Amendments,” 
were adopted. The effect of these amendments was to 
deprive Past Masters of the rights they had eyer held 
since the formation of the Grand Lodge in 1781. And 
how were they adopted? At a morning session, when 
there were but four City members Present, before the eon- 
templated change had been divulged to amy beyond the 
members composing the “ Clique,” these amendments were 
adopted, reconsidered, and placed in such a position that 
the City members could haye NO voice in a discussion of 
them save in their individual Lodges. And what was the 
reason assigned for their adoption? The Grand Lodge, 
from its increase, had become unwieldl , and it was neces 
sary to disfranchise some of its members. Was this diff- 
culty, if, indeed, the assertion had been true, obviated by 
the course pursued? We distinctly answer, No, For the 
Past Masters still rernained members of the Grand Lodge, 
with every right they had hitherto enjoyed, save the 
privilege of voting. Was the Grand Lodge relieved of the 
unwieldly burden which the “Clique” complained of? 
Was not the reason given for the unwarrantable, unma- 
sonic, and unmanly conduct pursued by it, a shallow pre- 
text for committing a gross wrong ? Unwarrantable, 
there being no cause for this exercise of power; unma- 
sonic, for it destroyed a portion of the ancient regulations 
which had hitherto governed us, and unmanly in taking 
advantage of those it sought to oppress, and affording them 
no right to be heard in their defence. 

The year 1848 was rife with discussions between the 
Opponents and advocates of the “Perry amendments,” bitter 
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the simple assertion of the residing officer, Grand am 
Willard, made to the Grand Lodge in 1849. The Par 


Secretary never made a return of the votes cast, nor did he 
ever announce them in the Grand Lodge, nor do the Printeq 

roceedings furnish any further record than the one we haye 
just alluded to. As far as we have been able to learn, the 
“Lodges voting in favor of the amendments, made their Te. 
turns to parties in Troy, ins ead of to the Grand Secretary 
in New York. The reasons for the adoption of this 
course by the “Clique,” we have never been at a loss to 
account for. 

The separation or division of 1849 has been discussed 
by every Grand Lodge in the Masonic world, and a 
large majority have decided in favor of the so-called 
Willard Grand Lodge. We acquiesced in the decision 
made by them, for we believed that their view of the 
question submitted, coincided in a measure with our own. 
It was not for them so much to discuss the constitutionali- 
ty of the question which led to the division, as to decide 
which portion acted in accordance with the rules of Ma- 
sonic government in a Grand Lodge. The precedent was 
a dangerous one, and it was necessary to their ow? 
existence, that they should condemn such a couse 


val apprehended that a similar proceeding might divide 
them. 


Had that portion of the fraternity known as the “ Philips 
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Grand Lodge” pursued a, 
ably from the body with 


Oppression to the commission of that 


the Masonic world, as a vio- 
lation of Masonic law. Imperative necessity forced them 


to render judgment against one party, and their verdict 
has been construed into an approval of the acts of the 


Lodges in the City of New York would, at this moment, be 
arrayed under one banner, We all recognized the justness 
of the principles which governed the acts of the “ Philips 
Grand Lodge,” but we differed as to the propriety of the 
measures adopted in its organization. We, therefore, re- 
mained attached to the body from which we have recently 
separated, hoping that no new encroachment would be 
made on our rights, and that a reconciliation of the dis- 
cordant interests would in time be effected. But in this 
we were disappointed, for year after year elapsed, and each 
year seemed to widen the breach which had been made. 
The “Clique” which had originated the first dhfficulty still 
governed and still pursued, with untiring energy, the plan 
which had been originally agreed upon. At every session 
of the Grand Lodge the city brethren were stripped of 
privileges they had hitherto enjoyed, and although we sub- 
mitted to the degradation, others were not so patient, and 
“St. John’s Grand Lodge” was reorganized in 1853. In 
the meantime, Pythagoras Lodge, disdaining to yield to the 
Oppression, abandoned her allegiance and claimed protect- 
ion from the Grand Lodge of Hamburg. Thus in five years 
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the sClique ” had ushered ie bpeiniiarrcen bie new q 

[now by their more recent acts have driy, 
here forbearance ceases to he a virtue, a 
where self respect demands nish should make Some 
ifort to preserve our dignity, anc maintain intact the y.. 
vutation of one of the oldest Lodges in the State, 
. The junior Past Masters, who had been retained under 
the “Perry Amendments,” have been deprived of theip 
membership, and our aged Past Masters who, although not 
entitled to a vote, had never been denied the Privilege of 
a seat in the Grand Lodge, are now only admitted as ay 
act of courtesy; and those who in the dark days of oy, 
trial stood forth manfully in defence of Masonic rights, are 
now placed on a level with the Mason of yesterday, ang 
compelled to leave the floor of the Grand Lodge with the 
youngest tyro in. the order. 

The quarterly sessions of the Grand Lodge, which since 
our organization have been heldin the City of New York, 
are abolished; and the power to grant warrants or dispense 
charity has been taken away, to be used only at the An- 
nual Communication when the “Clique” can be present, 
We have understood (but we know not if it be true) that 
one of the principal reasons for this new invasion of our 
rights, was an objection on the part of the “ Clique” to our 
donation of $1,500 to the Grand Lodges of Louisiana and 
Alabama, to aid in alleviating the miseries which over 
whelmed our brethren in the cities of New Orleans and 
Mobile, in the fearful pestilence of 1853. 

Asit is a fact well established that the City Lodges 
although numbering not more than one-fourth of the Lodge 
the State, contribute more towards the funds of ue 
Grand Lodge than all the other Lodges combined, the 
night to dispense a, portion of their own contributions shoul 
not have been questioned; and had the “Clique” - 
zoverned by true Masonic principles, and had they aes 
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Lodges, insti- 
tuted as a Committce of th ae Sa 


to examine its 


; Grand Lodge, is 
another serious cause of complaint. As its powers were 


restricted, it could not be dangerous to the interests of the 
“Clique ;” and we can only account for the war against it, 
by assuming that its destruction formed a portion of the 
original plan of attack against the city. 

A member of the fraternity had been guilty, as was 
alleged, of unmasonic conduct, and facts elicited at his trial 
before a civil tribunal gave weight to the charges preferred 
against him at a quarterly communication of the Grand 
Lodge. These charges were referred to a committee elected 
by the Grand Lodge, for investigation. After a patient 
and lengthy examination of his case, the committee report- 
ed unanimously against him, and, coupled with the report, 
a resolution that he be expelled from all the rights and 
privileges of Masonry. 

Those who were present at the presentation of that 
report, may well remember the strenuous efforts made, even 
by the presiding officer, to shield him from the punish- 
ment due to his offence. After a protracted session of three 
nights, he was expelled. Contrary to all precedent, con- 
trary to Masonic law and Masonic justice, at the June 
communication, through the efforts of the “Clique,” he was 
restored, without even the form of a trial; and thus was 
foisted upon the fraternity as a member good and true, an 
individual with whom the respectable portion will hold no 
intercourse. And why this departure from justice? What 
induced Masons high in office in the Grand Lodge to 
advocate his cause? The question is easily answered. 
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His testimony was required in the suit now pending 
between the two parties claiming to be the Grand Lodge 
of the State of New York, and his evidence would have 
been shaken, had he appeared before the court Of justice 
as an expelled Mason. We have heard the remark made 
by more than one of the party mterested in that suit, that 
there was no question but that he should hay 
pelled, but he was useful, and tl 
that he should be restored, 
legal tribunal, a toss act of injustice was com 
bar of a Masonie one, 


@ been ex. 
nerefore it was necessary 
To influence the decision of a 


mitted at the 


We might enumerate man 
“Clique,” but deem it unnecessary, 


ter for themselves, tf 


quiry, 
our principal aim will be accomplished, 

The expenses of' the Grand Lodge have been a, subject 
of complaint for many years, and to our shame, it hag 
been said that in the great city of New York we have no 
Masonic Temple, nor have we any place of meeting ap- 
Empire State, but are 
an be procured for a week 


can boast of their Masonic Halls, and a 
Stranger sojourning from home, can ascertain their location 
from almost the first Person he may chance to ask the 
im enquire in the City of New York 
a Mason, and unless he address a 
and will remain unanswered. When the 
asks of us, of what benefit is Masonry in 
w York beyond affording material for ex- 
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ensive lawsuits, or opportunities for 

een against each other in offensive pybyines: 
Sie am an dg oP coe 
the fraternity to which they belong, what anes NS 
make to their demand? Can we, like many of lig 
States, point to a College for educating the children Bole 
poor brethren, or an Asylum for the destitute widow be 
orphan ? Can we name one child educated one ‘adil 
supported, or the last years of one poor azel NaN 
dered comfortable by the Grand Lodge of the State of 
New York, whose income amounts to thousands? To 
our shame, we cannot. And why isit? Because the ex- 
penses of the Grand Lodge are so great that we have not 
the means to carry out the chief object for which Masonry 
was instituted, 
Let us examine the receipts, and disbursements for one 
year, 1853; and the reason why we select this particular 
ate is, that the full record of the moneys received and ex- 
pended, has never been incorporated with the printed pro- 
ceedings, except for that year. 
In 1858 the Grand Secretary reports having received 
the sum of $18,145 96, and the Grand Treasurer paid out 
$12,249 34, leaving a balance in his hands of $896 62; 
out of this expenditure of $12,249 84, but $1,008 14 was 
isbursed in charity, the balance, $11,245 70, was the cost 
of maintaining the Grand Lodge. This enormous amount 
seems almost incredible, yet, by reference to the report, as 
printed with the proceedings of 1853, the accuracy of the 
statement may be tested. 

Cannot some plan be devise beak 

money, and to direct it to the proper channel for which it 
is intended? Can there exist a necessity that the Grand 


Lodge should be maintained in its present organization ab 


such a sacrifice? These are questions upon which every 
abject 1s one 


good and true Mason should reflect; the s 
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which should command his most serious attention. We 
might suggest a course which seems in our judgment to 
be one which is entitled to some consideration. Let some 
plan be devised, strictly in accordance with the original 
platform of Masonry, to form a convention of Lodges to 
be held at such periods as may be deemed advisable, its 
officers to receive no salaries, and its expenses narrowed 
down to a nominal sum. ‘The amount now paid by the 
City Lodges, exceeds $6,000 per annum, and could this 
sum be carefully preserved, few years would elapse ere we 
could rear a proud Masonic Temple, worthy of the great 
Masonic fraternity of the City of New York; or should it 
be deemed more proper, we could purchase an Asylum for 
the destitute, and endow a College for the education of the 
children of our poor brethren. 

We merely make these suggestions as a material for 
future consideration. 

And now brethren, in as concise a manner as we could 
couch our language, have we given a slight detail of the 
wrongs the City brethren have received at the hands of a 
“Clique,” who have composed the majority in the Grand 
Lodge for twenty years. As we have before remarked, 
we have forborne until forbearance ceased to be a virtue. 
Necessity demands that we should assert rights which are 
Masonically ours, and we feel that we should be entitled 
to no respect were we longer to submit tamely to oppres- 
sions which are degrading to us as men and as Masons. 

We assert that so far as the acts of the Grand Lodge are 
concerned, the City Lodges are blameless, for at no period 
since 1827, have they held a majority, and that if any 
wrong has been committed, their only offence is their sub- 
mission to the wrong. 

We ask at the hands of our brethren a careful examina- 
tion of the position in which we have been placed, and 
such justice as our case is entitled to, and although we do 
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that many of our sister City 
pape ion as keenly as we do ours, and adopt some 
ents the chains which encumber their sphere 
{o ae nd although it would afford ys high ratification to 
Te aagieteal with them in Promoting the advancement of 
a onry, yet we would not ask them to Separate from the 
aegians BF which they are now controlled, nutil they 
oe (eas carefully weighed the Consequences of a step 
like ows. We are satistied we are “ight, and are determ. 
ined to maintain the stand we have taken. We have 
adopted the Preamble and Resolutions hereto annexed, and 
Holland Lodge, No. 8, will never Tecede fi 


Tom the path 
which Masonic honor and Masonic duty urges her to pursue, 
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Isaac V, Fowrer, 
Henry H, Warp, 
Cornenivs GRINNELL, 
Samuen B. Whirs, 
James M, Hic iS, 
A. H, BaRvLert, 
Jostau OGpEN Horruan, 
Witiram JOHNSON, 
JorHam Posy, 

Tizxry Waurers, 


Committee, 


New Yors 


1 August 18, 1855. 


Preamble and Resolutions. 


Wuerras, The Grand Lodge, by assuming to itself 
powers and authority incompatible with the spirit of Ma- 
sonry, breaks the Compact, frees the Subordinate Lodges 
from their allegiance, and places them back on their origi- 
nal Masonic platform, as free, sovereion and independent 
bodies: and, 

Wuerzas, The Grand Lodge did openly violate its 
original Constitution in 1849, by the passage of an act, ex 
post facto in its effects, and which deprived a portion of its 
members of rights which they had enjoved from the foun- 
dation of a Grand Lodge in this country: and, 

Wuereas, The Grand Lodge did, in 1854, contrary to 
the original principles and practices of Masons, establish 
by majorities, what are, and what are not, ancient land- 
marks; and, 

Wuersas, The Grand Lodge has, since 1849, deprived 
the Lodges located in the Ci 
privileges which had been origin 
mitted other wrongful acts, viz: 


of New York, of many 
ally guaranteed, and com- 


By abolishing the quarterly communications and the 
Grand Steward’s Lodge, held for the examination of its 
monetary affairs, the discipline of inembers residing in the 
city, and the dis 


tribution of charities; annulling the 
power to grant warrants—and restoring, without trial, a 
member who had been justly and legally expelled at a 
quarterly session; and, 


~ 
19 


WHEREAS, At the recent annual communication, the 
Grand Lodge evinced no desire to Tepair the wrongs enn 
mitted by the majority, and harmonize the differences 
i which have existed in the State during past years; 

but, on the contrary, shadowed forth a determination to 

still further encroach upon the rights and privileges of 
: ir City brethren ; therefore, 
aes That Holland Lodge, No, 8, feeling herself, 
common with her sister Lodges located in this City, ag- 
4 d by repeated wrongs, and deeming it imperative 
ale y to support and maintain her ancient position ; 
upon pate the respect which has been ever extended 
and sy E ‘Be Masonic world, and determined to adhere 
io A the ancient landmarks of the Order, and encour- 
pie true principles of Masonry, is compelled to declare 
ie ant independent. aoe : 
herse wed, That Holland Lodge, No. 8, feeling confident 

i o “OR now assumed by her will be justly ap- 
that t ne her sister Lodges, cordially invites them to 
ee Yt her, in her endeavors to maintain those 
co-operé 


incl i ll profess to be governed. 
Masonic principles by which we all p g 


